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The Honorable Thom Tillis
Chair
Subcommittee on Intellectual Property
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Adam Schiff
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Intellectual Property
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510


Dear Chairman Tillis and Ranking Member Schiff:

	The U.S. Chamber of Commerce (“Chamber”) appreciates the Subcommittee’s dedication to supporting copyright-intensive industries and the institutions enabling the U.S. creative ecosystem to grow. We thank the Subcommittee for holding the hearing, “Oversight of the U.S. Copyright Office,” as the Copyright Office plays a critical role in administering our copyright system, which in turn supports the contribution of over $3 trillion to U.S. gross domestic product and 21 million American jobs.

The primary administrative role of the Copyright Office is the copyright registration system. This function is pivotal for American creators to be able to enforce their rights. Other important administrative Copyright Office functions include the recordation of transfers of copyrights, administration of statutory licenses, providing information to the public, and guidance to the Copyright Royalty Board and the Copyright Claims Board. We greatly appreciate the work of the Copyright Office in performing these essential functions.

The Copyright Office is also in the midst of a long-term modernization process. To date, these updates include digitizing the paper database of copyright registration information, transitioning the recordation system from paper-only to an electronic system, and the continued redesign of the copyright registration website. The Chamber appreciates that Congress has appropriated funds for this modernization and hopes that the Library of Congress, which manages all information technology for the Copyright Office, will make this its highest priority.

In recent times, the Copyright Office has been operating through a period of uncertainty. We applaud the dedicated Copyright Office employees who have continued supporting American stakeholders and legislators. As this Subcommittee is aware, legislation is pending that would make changes to the appointment process for the Register of Copyrights and other agency heads. The Chamber encourages members of the Subcommittee to engage with a wide range of stakeholders to ensure important concerns are addressed as this decision is made.

In addition to administering the Copyright Act, throughout its history the Copyright Office has played a valued and unique role in advising Congress, especially the Judiciary Committees. From the general revision of the Copyright Act in 1909, to the Copyright Office studies, reports, and counsel in the 1950s and 60s that led to the 1976 Act, to the DMCA in the 1990s, and through to today, Congress has relied on the expertise and advice of the Copyright Office to keep the Copyright Act as up to date and effective as possible. This special historic relationship between the Copyright Office and Congress should be preserved in any legislative proposals, continuing regardless of how the Register is selected in the future.

In comparison to other federal agencies, the Copyright Office is small and niche. To the millions of professional creators across America, the Copyright Office is of paramount importance. We urge this Subcommittee and Congress to support the Copyright Office and its crucial work. Thank you for holding this important hearing, and we stand ready to work with Congress and the Copyright Office in supporting and enabling the creative ecosystem.


Sincerely,
           

Jaci McDole
Executive Director
Global Innovation Policy Center
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
					
						


cc: Members of the Senate Subcommittee on Intellectual Property
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