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August 31, 2026
Federal Aviation Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re: Docket No. FAA-2026-8614; Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to Amend Commercial Space Licensing Regulations
To Whom It May Concern:
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce (Chamber) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) notice of proposed rulemaking titled, “Waiver of Specified Statutory Requirements for Commercial Space Launch and Reentry Actions,”[footnoteRef:1] which proposes to amend commercial space licensing regulations to streamline the licensing process and reduce regulatory burdens for applicants. [1:  91 Fed. Reg. 47997 (July 30, 2026).] 

The Chamber supports the Administration’s comprehensive government-wide effort to modernize the permitting process, including its broader work led by the Council on Environmental Quality and implementing agencies to improve federal environmental review and authorization procedures. We commented in support of FAA’s updated National Environmental Policy (NEPA) Act procedures issued in 2025.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  U.S. Chamber of Commerce led coalition comments, https://www.regulations.gov/comment/FAA-2025-1571-0487. ] 

Federal permitting has posed long-standing challenges that have hindered infrastructure development, delayed responsible use of Federal resources, and slowed projects that deliver tangible benefits to communities and local economies. These recent updates to agency permitting procedures can help reduce delays and uncertainty, strengthen investment confidence, and support responsible economic growth.
Permitting reforms are especially important for the commercial space sector, which is experiencing tremendous growth. The 2026 National Space Transportation Policy establishes a goal of 1,000 launches and reentries annually by 2030 and contemplates the need for additional U.S. launch capacity.[footnoteRef:3] In June, the NASA Inspector General reported that NASA’s launch facilities at Kennedy Space Center (Kennedy) in Florida and Wallops Flight Facility (Wallops) in Virginia have aged and do not have the capacity to meet increasing mission demands without substantial additional investment.[footnoteRef:4] Permitting issues are part of this problem, impacting a number of important infrastructure projects that would modernize our national launch sites and associated facilities. [3:   The National Space Transportation Policy, August 20, 2026, available at: https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/08/national-security-presidential-memorandum-nspm-17/]  [4:  NASA Office of the Inspector General, “NASA’s Launch Infrastructure” June 22, 2026, available at: https://oig.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/final-report-ig-26-010-nasas-launch-infrastructure.pdf] 

Permitting is also endangering thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in economic development. One example is a project at Kennedy to build a modern spacecraft processing facility on land leased by Space Florida that has been delayed. This $400 million project to build a multi-user, privately financed spacecraft processing and logistics hub would support 50-100 permanent jobs.[footnoteRef:5] Permitting is considered a critical path item to building this facility that is now not expected to open until the end of 2027. As a result, construction is on hold for a facility that will support the growth of the space complex, delaying months of investment and job opportunities while environmental and utility permits work through the system. [5:  Rick Neale, “All Points inks NASA lease to build 200-foot-tall spacecraft complex at KSC”, Florida Today, May 4, 2026, available at: https://www.floridatoday.com/story/tech/science/space/2026/05/04/nasa-awards-lease-for-future-spacecraft-processing-complex-at-kennedy-space-center-florida/89752906007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z118825p002050c002050e004100v118825d--73--b--73--&gca-ft=132&gca-ds=sophi] 

The Administration has worked to help move projects and other authorizations forward in a timely manner to support local job creation, economic revitalization, and community growth. A modern commercial space licensing framework is central to that effort. As launch and reentry activity grows, FAA’s processes must be capable of supporting increased operational tempo while preserving safety, maintaining appropriate public participation, and providing clear expectations for applicants.
The Chamber appreciates FAA’s efforts to accelerate commercial space licensing and reduce redundant requirements. Efforts to modernize the licensing framework can help ensure that the United States remains the global leader in space commerce, launch, and next-generation aerospace innovation, both of which are vital to our national and economic security. Commercial space activity is advancing rapidly, and federal licensing processes must keep pace with the operational realities of a dynamic and globally competitive market.
The current permitting process has become overly complex, slow, burdensome, and subject to lengthy and contested litigation, often delaying critical projects without yielding corresponding benefits. That is why the Chamber has urged federal agencies to build on recent progress in Congress under the Fiscal Responsibility Act and One Big Beautiful Bill Act to promote three core principles: predictability, efficiency, and transparency.
Predictability
Predictability is essential for project developers, operators, and financiers who need consistent analysis and certainty regarding the scope and timeline of project reviews. Agency permitting and licensing procedures should align with the governing statute’s text and avoid imposing unnecessary substantive requirements beyond the agency’s legal authority.
For commercial space applicants, predictable licensing procedures are critical to planning missions, securing financing, coordinating with customers, and investing in domestic operations and infrastructure. FAA should ensure that any final rule provides clear standards, consistent timelines, and well-defined expectations for applicants. A predictable process reduces project risk, supports investment, and helps companies of all sizes compete in the commercial space economy.
Predictability will become even more important as the Nation works toward a substantially higher cadence of launches and reentries. Operators, spaceports, suppliers, customers, and communities all need confidence that federal reviews will be conducted consistently and within reasonable timeframes. Clear rules and dependable processes will help industry make long-term investments in vehicles, launch sites, workforce, and infrastructure.
Efficiency
Efficiency can be improved through better interagency coordination, clear designation of a lead Federal agency where appropriate, adequate staffing, and the use of templates or standardized procedures. Agencies should also expand the use of categorical exclusions, programmatic reviews, tiering, and other tools that reduce unnecessary red tape and streamline the review process.
FAA’s commercial space licensing process should minimize duplicative reviews and avoid requiring applicants to submit repetitive or unnecessary information. The agency should seek to harmonize its review procedures with other federal permitting processes where possible, particularly when multiple agencies have a role in evaluating related aspects of a launch, reentry, or spaceport activity. Improved coordination can reduce delays, conserve agency resources, and provide applicants with a clearer path to approval.
As additional launch and reentry vehicles, pads, and sites come online, efficiency will be essential to meeting national space transportation goals. FAA should continue identifying practical ways to modernize licensing administration, including through standardized application materials, clearer guidance, and process improvements such as digital permitting that allow agency staff and applicants to focus on issues most relevant to safety and statutory compliance. These reforms can help FAA manage growing commercial space activity without adding unnecessary burden to either the agency or regulated entities.
Transparency
Transparency is critical for both private sector development and public participation. FAA should use dashboards or other tools to provide visibility into the status and timelines of permitting and licensing reviews. Greater transparency would help applicants understand where their applications stand, identify outstanding issues earlier, and plan more effectively.
Public-facing tools can also improve confidence in the licensing process by making timelines and procedural steps easier to understand. For applicants, investors, local communities, and other stakeholders, visibility into the review process is essential to reducing uncertainty. FAA should consider ways to make the status of applications, anticipated milestones, and review timelines more accessible, while protecting sensitive business and security information.
Transparency will also support the broader national objective of expanding access to space. As more missions, sites, and operators enter the system, clear visibility into review status and expected timelines will help industry, communities, and government stakeholders coordinate more effectively and avoid unnecessary delays.
Conclusion
A modernized licensing process grounded in predictability, efficiency, and transparency will help advance U.S. leadership in commercial space, support private investment, strengthen national security, and unlock new economic opportunities in orbit.
The United States has set ambitious goals for launch and reentry activity, lunar exploration, and commercial space growth. Achieving these goals will require a regulatory framework that protects safety while enabling responsible innovation and investment. FAA’s proposed rule is an important opportunity to advance that framework and ensure that America’s commercial space sector can meet growing demand.
The Chamber encourages FAA to work with Congress to codify the needed reforms, and we stand ready to help the agency and lawmakers advance durable, practical improvements to the commercial space licensing frameworks.
We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on this important rulemaking and stand ready to work with FAA and the Administration to achieve a more efficient, predictable, and transparent permitting and licensing system.
Sincerely,
[image: ]
John Neal
Vice President, Space Policy
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
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