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A total of 2157 people attended Business
. After Hours~Recept10ns A joint

- reception was held with the SW Florida

Hispauic Cha;uber of Commerce in June
i attractmg approximately 70 people.

A total of 280 people attended Business
" Before Business Receptions.

The Meet the President’s Club Reception

resulted in 12 new members to the
President’s Club. 90 members attended
the reception with a recruitment rate of
57% of prospects joining that evening.

Hosted a President’s Club Social at
JoAnne’s House with 87 members
attending the event.

Power Networking Luncheons provide
“speed networking” for members
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ANNUAL REPORT

- a1rman, and I look forward to continued involvement with our Chamber.

OUR ACCOMPLIS

Both Power Networking Ev
sellout events with 90 memhers
participating in each event.

Promotional Opportunities/Exposure

The Beautiful Bonita Magazine was 8
developed and dehvered to the Chamber in
February.

The Bonita Business Nms publication has
been produced and mailed monthly to
10,000 business owners in the Bonita
Sprmgs, North Naples and Estero markets.

The Chamber Focus has been produced
and mailed monthly to over 1600
members and community leaders.

Invest for Success partners totaled
$113,500 for the 2005-06 program year.

Lobby Advertising has generated $78,000
in revenue for the new Visitors Center
Lobby.

The Market for Success and Sponsorship
Jfor Success brochures have heen produced
and distributed throughout the year to
the Membership.

The Website has generated 129,450 unique
visitors to the site and had over one
million hits, (1,092,288) since October 1.

October 1, 2005 - September 30, 2006

Three breakfasts have been held with the
Principals of our local schools.

Eight applications were received for High
School scholarships. $5,000 was awarded
to high school students on May 4 at an
Awards Ceremony.
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An $800 scholarship was provided to a
student at FGCU through the Chamber’s
Endowment Fund at FGCU.

The Ralph A. Richardson Endowment Fund
currently totals $114,251.

Hosted a New Teacher Reception in August
for teachers new to Bonita Springs schools.

Conducted the first Supply Drive to support
local schools generating over $3000 in
supplies.

Community/Public Affairs

Took an active role in the Coconut Road
Interchange issue by presenting testimony to
the Lee County MPO, meeting with various
elected officials and distributing petitions for
support of the Study. Continue to monitor
MPO meetings on this issue.

Presented Position Papers and/or comments
to the City Council on the following; The
Noise Ordinance, International Property
Maintenance Code, Coconut Road
Interchange, Downtown Re-Development
and the DRGR Study.

Actively participated in the Re-development
of Imperial Landing through notices to
members, petitions, presentations of position
and meetings with elected officials. The
“hamber’s participation along with other
sey groups, helped to change the original
vote and assured continued talks with
developer on project.

Produced and distributed a questionnaire
addressing business issues with all
candidates for City Council.

Hosted a Candidate’s Forum for City Council
elections.

Participated in the Annual Lee County Days
in Tallahassee to present information to our
State elected officials on issues such as
affordable housing, disaster relief,
environmental concerns and constitutional
amendment reform.

Chamber leadership visits the Capital in
Tallahassee during Lee County Days in
Tallahassee

Monitored all City Council and Lee County
Commission meetings to keep aware of any
pending issues for the business community.

resented our Where We Stand Document to
che newly elected City Council members and
introduced them to our Chairman of the
Board and Government Affairs Chair.

. Coordinated a presentation on the DRGR
study with local expert Tom Missimer.

Tourism/Economic Development

Hosted a tourism networking event and
literature exchange for members of the
hospitality industry in February. 32
members participated in this event.

Regularly attended the meetings of the
Tourist Development Council. ;

Attended a Student Orientation
FGCU in November, distributing

welcome packets to incoming students anc
parents.

Updated our area demographics flyers for
distribution.
Developed the Schumann Law Group

Business Center at the Chamber as part of
the renovations to the Visitors Center.

Completed the renovations of the new
Visitors Center to include new brochure
distribution, eentral visitors station, new
photography, technology and promotional
opportunities for members.

e

New Visitors Center is a highlight of the year

The Gift Certificate Program has generated
nearly $60,000 in sold certificates since
October 1. Currently 124 members
participate in accepting the certificates.

Developed a partnership with NationJoh to
produce a national search network for local
Jjobs to be hosted through the Chamber’s
website.

Training/Leadership Development

Provided information on community issues
through our Good Morning Bonita
Breakfasts with speakers Dr. James
Browder, Lee County School Superintendent,
Commissioner Ray Judah, The Lee County
Sheriff’s office and the South Florida Water
Management District. Approximately 250
members attended these events.

Hosted Tom Monaghan, Founder of

Domino’s Pizza and Founder of Ave Maria
University as the featured speak
Small Business Week. Over 2.
attended the luncheon

Hosted Issues Roundtable pr
Health Care Options, Worl
Workforee Needs and Hu

Provided a s
Business

Members take part in networking exercise as
part of Community in a Day Orientation

Hosted an Alumni Reception in August at
IronStone Bank.

Hosted dialogue sessions through the
Technology Task Force on Disaster Planning
for Information Technology and Spyware,
Spam and Virus issues.

Hosted an Employee Workshop Series on
Gain, Train and Retain with an average of 25
participants to the 3 separate workshops.

Membership Development & Retention
Completed the year with over 1300 members.

Recruited over 81 members during a
three-week membership drive and a total of
252 new members to the Chamber this year.

Conducted Four New Member Receptions
with over 200 new members attending.

Hosted 70 Ribbon Cutting ceremonies for
new businesses to the area.
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Cash/Reserve Status of Chamber
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The Mission of the Bonita Springs Area Chamber
® Serve our members 3
® Promote an environment where business ca
* Enhance the quality of life of the Bonita Sy



Accomplishments Continued
Conducted a Prospect’s Reception in March to

kick-off the Membership Drive. 41 New
“Members joined the evening of the reception.

_roduced the President’s Club Annual Auction
with a sell-out crowd of 220 attendees. Over
$60,000 was raised during this event.

Worked with the Bonita Estero Association
of Realtors on the first Market Watch Event
for our area. The event sold out with 223
attendees.

Held a Golf Tournament with over 136

A day on the golf course during the Chamber’s
annual Golf Tournament

Awards/Recognition

Recognized Paws, Claws and Tails as the
Small Business of the Year in May during
Small Business Week. Also recognized 6
other nominees and finalists.

Encouraged nominations for the Blue Chip
Enterprise Award program sponsored by
Oswald, Trippe & Company.

Presented The News-Press with the Member
of the Year, Large Business; Russell’s
Clambakes with the Member of the Year,
Small Business and Dr.Owen Feeney, Bonita
Estero Dental Group with Director of the
Year at the Annual Gala.

Top Recruiter of the Year, Betsy Vincent,
Colonial Bank and Ambassador of the Year,
Janie Shirley, Costco Wholesale, were
recognized at the Annual Meeting for the
2004-2005 program year.

Recognized Karen Tarpin, Pagchex,
Angelika Langen, First American Bank,
and Kate Kintz, Toucan Grille as
Ambassadors of the Quarter.

Recognized Jessica Novins for 10 years of
service to the Chamber,

Presented donations to JoAnne’s House,
Bonita Rotary Club and Relay for Life in
honor of Pat Lord’s service to our :
organization.

Chamber President, Nancy Keefer receiw}a%

national certification as a Cer
Executive (CCE). She is only
CCE in the State of Flor

Small Business of the Year ®ard winiers iy
nominees recognized at annual luncheon

‘

The Chamber was recognized as one of the top
five in the Nation in a leadership survey
conducted by 9 G’s Enterprises as part of the
American Chamber of Commerce Executives
(ACCE) Conference in August. The Chamber
was ranked #1 in Government Advocacy amongst
200 chambers across the United States.

Organizational

Hired two additional employees to the staff at
the Chamber. Positions hired included a
Membership Account Representative and an
Accounting Assistant.

Reviewed the Chamber’s Policy Manual and
developed an employee recognition program
for the Chamber.

Conducted two membership wide surveys on
the business climate and internal operations
of the Chamber.

Completed renovations to the staff offices and
work areas as part of the relocation of the
Visitors Center volunteers to the new lobby
reception area.

The Foundation Board, as the landlord to the
Chamber, made significant contributions to
the Chamber huilding. The building was

T re-painted, additional lighting was provided
~ in the front and back of the building and roof

repairs were made as a result of the
hurricanes. In addition, the Foundation
Board supported the Chamber’s renovations
of the lobby and Board Room and the addition
of a new sign for the building.

Rented the Board room to 9 different
members for a total of 24 rentals.
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Executive Board
Chairman of the Board
Diane Lepola

Morgan Stanley

First Vice Chairman
Doug Congress

Congress Jewelers

Second Vice Chairman
Darren Robertshaw
Trianon Bonita Bay
Treasurer

Joel Whittenhall
Individual Member
Immediate Past Chairman
Ray Faubion

Oswald Trippe & Company, Inc.
Vice Chairmen

Sabra Cecil

The Bonita Bay Group
Brian Farrar

The Ronto Group

Owen Feeney, D.M.D.
Bownita Estero Dental Group

Nr. Ed O'Neill
nita Chiropractic Center

Raymond Schumann
Schumann Law Group, P.A.

Accredited Chamber Of Commerce
Chamber Of Commerce Of The United States

Board of Directors :
Ed Ballesteros
Balsakhan, LLC

James Dati
Bond, Schoeneck & King, P.A.

Dr. Beth Hagan
Associates in Entreprencurship Education

Michael Kennedy
Michael Kennedy & Associates

Lee Knapp
Knapp Consultants, Inc.

Dr. Robert Klausner
Robert D. Klausner, MD

Harlan Parrish
Colonial Bank

William Price
McGarvey Development Company

Cathy Reiman
Roetzel & Andress, PA

Marjorie Rubacky
Individual Member

Sheila Seacat
Key Private Bank

William Shikany
Shikany’s Bonita Funeral Home

G. Donald Thomson
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A.

Joe Vancura
J&L Golf

Administrative Staff

President
Nancy P. Keefer

VP of Finance
Jessica Novins

Communications & Special Events
Director
Karen Brown

Membership Account Representatives
Dort Bear
Stephanie Kissinger

Administrative Assistant
Geraldine Pessolano

Business Assistant
Carolyn Reinecke
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