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March 4, 2015 
 
 
The Honorable Gina McCarthy  
Administrator 
U.S. Environment Protection Agency 
Attn: Docket ID No. EPA-HQ- OAR-2008-0699 
 
 
Dear Administrator McCarthy: 
 
 On behalf of the Longview Chamber of Commerce, representing over 
45,000 employees and 1,200 businesses, we are deeply concerned about the 
harmful impact that the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) recently 
proposed rule to make ozone standards more stringent could have on the still 
struggling economy.  Ozone standards at the levels considered in EPA’s 
proposal could push virtually the entire country into “nonattainment” – where 
local communities face burdens to commercial and industrial activity not only 
vital to creating jobs, but also to providing tax revenue that support important 
local services like public safety and education.  This proposal’s hardship to the 
American worker is real and immediate, while the benefits are unverified and 
uncertain.  Therefore, the Longview Chamber of Commerce strongly urges 
you to retain the current ozone standard when finalizing this proposal. 
 
 We all value clean air as well as ensuring reasonable standards are in 
place to sustain a safe environment  We are proud that emissions of ozone-
forming emissions have been cut in half since 1980, leading to a 33% drop in 
ozone concentrations.  Moreover, EPA just updated ozone standards six 
years ago.  These current standards are behind schedule due to EPA 
effectively suspending their implementation from 2010-2012 while the Agency 
unsuccessfully pursued reconsideration.  This country can expect to see even 
greater reductions in ground-level ozone as states make up lost ground in 
putting the current standards into effect. 
 
 Indeed, states are currently committing substantial resources – both in 
time and money – towards achieving emissions reductions under those 
current ozone standards.  Yet despite over three decades of cleaner air and 
before states can catch up with EPA’s delays in implementing existing ozone 
standards, EPA is now proposing a new stringent range of standards from 70 
to 65 parts per billion that would bring vast swaths of the country into 
nonattainment.  In some areas, this proposed range is at or near the level of 
background ozone that is naturally occurring or internationally transported, 
pushing even remote counties far from industrial activity into nonattainment.  
According to EPA’s own data, even the pristine Grand Canyon and 
Yellowstone National Parks would fail the proposed ozone standards. 
 
 If finalized, EPA’s proposed stringent ozone standards could limit 
business expansion in nearly every populated region of the United States and  
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impair the ability of U.S. companies to create new jobs.  EPA’s proposed range would immediately 
add red tape to companies seeking to grow even in areas that can attain those standards.  The 
Clean Air Act carries even stiffer consequences for nonattainment areas, directly impacting 
economic vitality of local communities and making it difficult to attract and develop business.  
Increased costs associated with restrictive and expensive permit requirements would likely deter 
companies from siting new facilities in a nonattainment area.  Making America a less attractive place 
to do business in this way risks shipping jobs overseas. 
 
 Companies building a new facility or performing major modifications to certain existing 
facilities resulting in increased ozone concentrations in, or near, a nonattainment area will be 
required to meet the most stringent Clean Air Act standard by installing the most effective emission 
reduction technology regardless of cost.  As well, states are mandated to offset any ozone-forming 
emissions from new projects or projects undergoing major modifications by reducing emissions from 
other existing sources in a nonattainment area.  If no party is willing to provide offsets, then the 
project cannot go forward.  This offset can be a 2-to-1 ratio in certain situations.  Nonattainment 
designation also has profound impact on infrastructure development vital to the business community.  
Beginning one year from the date of the nonattainment designation, federally-supported highway and 
transit projects cannot proceed in a nonattainment area unless the state can demonstrate that the 
project will cause no increase in ozone emissions. 
 
 These restrictions do not disappear when an area finally comes into attainment.  Instead, 
former nonattainment areas face a legacy of EPA regulatory oversight.  Before a nonattainment area 
can be redesignated to attainment, EPA must receive and approve an enforceable maintenance plan 
for the area that specifies measures providing continued maintenance of ozone standards and 
contingency measures to be implemented promptly if an ozone standard is violated. 
 
 Against these economic consequences, scientific uncertainties regarding the benefits of more 
stringent ozone standards have increased.  Indeed, stringent ozone standards may have severe 
unintended consequences for public health.  Studies show that by increasing the costs of goods and 
services such as energy, and decreasing disposable incomes, regulation can inadvertently harm the 
socio-economic status of individuals and, thereby, contribute to poor heath and premature death.  As 
the President/CEO of the Longview Chamber employing needed jobs in our community, our 
organization believes these scientific uncertainties should be better explored in order to best allocate 
resources in a manner that strengthens both the economy and the environment. 
 
 The air is getting cleaner, and current ozone standards need an opportunity to work.  
Therefore, in light of the economic hardship, reduction in funding for crucial civic services, and 
uncertain benefits all related to the stringent ozone standards that EPA is now considering, The 
Longview Chamber of Commerce calls on EPA to retain the existing ozone standards in the final 
rule. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Kelly R. Hall 
President/CEO 
 


