
 

 

June 22, 2016 

 

 

 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

 

 The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the world’s largest business federation representing the 

interests of more than three million businesses of all sizes, sectors, and regions, as well as state 

and local chambers and industry associations, and dedicated to promoting, protecting, and 

defending America’s free enterprise system, strongly supports H.R. 1270, the “Restoring Access 

to Medication Act of 2015,” which would repeal the limitation on the use of funds from certain 

tax-preferred accounts for purchasing over-the-counter (OTC) medicines as well as enhance the 

current rules on the use of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs).  The Chamber strongly supports 

increasing the flexibility of consumer-driven health care products that help individuals pay for 

health care costs while also encouraging more prudent use of health services. 

 

 A growing number of employees and their families rely on tax-preferred accounts like 

HSAs and Flexible Spending Accounts (FSAs) as the first line of defense in affording health care 

services despite ever-increasing costs.  H.R. 1270 would make these consumer-driven health 

products more useful by restoring the ability to use tax-preferred funds to purchase OTC 

medicines without a prescription.  The current restrictions are counterproductive in trying to 

bend the health care cost curve and getting costs under control.  This legislation would also allow 

catch-up contributions by both spouses to the same HSA, clarify the rules for qualified medical 

expenses incurred shortly before establishment of the HSA, and increase the maximum 

contribution limit to correspond with deductible and out-of-pocket limitations.  These changes 

would help make accessing services before the deductible is met more affordable.  
 

 In restoring the ability to effectively use these tax-preferred accounts, H.R. 1270 would 

put the power back into the hands of Americans to manage their health care spending by 

promoting policies that lead to increased consumer engagement and flexibility.  The Chamber 

urges you to support H.R. 1270 and may consider including votes on, or in relation to, this 

bill in our annual How They Voted scorecard. 
 

      Sincerely, 

      
      R. Bruce Josten 


